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Press release

Austrian production “The Ivory Game” wins three awards

A documentary about the illegal Ivory trade wins the main award at the GREEN SCREEN International Wildlife Film Festival 2017.
Eckernförde, September 17th, 2017.

This Saturday, the prize winners of the eleventh International Wildlife Film-Festival Green Screen were celebrated.

The award for the BEST FILM went to “The Ivory Game”,  a documentary that sheds light onto the gruesome inner workings of the illegal ivory trade.

The “Heinz Sielmann Award” went to “Zugvögel- Kundschafter in ferne Welten (Migrating Birds – Scouts of distant Worlds) A colourFIELD production for ZDF and arte).

The award for “Best Cinematography” went to Emmy nominated “New Zealand- Earth´s Mythical Islands - Wild Extremes” by Robert Morgenstern and Mark Flowers (Production: DOCLIGHTS GMBH / NDR NATURFILM, BBC, NDR/arte).
Green Screens new director, TV presenter and science journalist Dirk Steffens, hosted the award ceremony in front of an international audience of 450 filmmakers, producers and wildlife film friends.

Walter Köhler of Terra Mater Factual Studios, producer of the highly recognized “The Ivory Game”, brought home awards in two more categories: “Green Report” and “Best Postproduction”. The first acknowledges the investigative journalism and the second honors the films brilliant montage.

To unveil the corrupt global network of ivory trade, the directors Richard Ladkani and Oscar nominee Kief Davidson teamed up with highly dedicated conservationists, agents, activists and passionate rangers and filmed undercover for 16 months, jeopardizing their lives.

Upon receiving the award Walter Köhler emotionally exclaimed: “Nature-documentaries can really make a difference. The presentation of “The Ivory Game” in China has helped make ivory trade illegal there by now. That is the greatest prize we could win with the film”
The 7000 Euro Prize Money is being donated to the family of the late Wayne Lotter, an activist that had majorly contributed to the documentary, who was tragically murdered recently by a gunman in Tansania.

All GREEN SCREEN Winners 2017:
BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY

New Zealand- Earth´s Mythical Islands - Wild Extremes 

Directors: Robert Morgenstern and Mark Flowers

Photography: Robert Morgenstern, Christina Karliczek-Skoglund, Alexander Haßkerl, Pim Niesten, James Reardon, Moritz Katz, Kilian Helmbrecht Mark MacEwen Flugaufnahmen: Mat Goodman.
BBC, NDR /ARTE, Terra Mater Factual Studios, National Geographic

Doclights GmbH / NDR Naturfilm

Honorable Mention for  Development in Cinematography :

David Attenborough´s Light on Earth 

Director: Joe Loncraine

Photography: Martin Dohrn  

Additional Photography: Jack Hynes, Fraser Johnston, Elliot Lowndes, Jonathan Esling, Ian Stuart

Terra Mater Factual Studios, Ammonite Films, Curiousitystreams 

BBC, UKTV,  ABC Australia

BEST  SCORE

Megeti - Africa's Lost Wolf 

Director: Yann Sochaczewski

Score: Oliver Heuss

Altayfilm GmbH, Doclights GmbH / NDR Naturfilm, Terra Mater Factual Studios

Best Postproduction

The Ivory Game 
Directors: Richard Ladkani and Kief Davidson

Editing: Verena Schönauer

Terra Mater, Vulcan Productions, Malaika Pictures, Appian Way

Best Story

Megeti - Africa's Lost Wolf 

Directed by: Yann Sochaczewski

Scriptwriting: Yann Sochaczewski, Henry M. Mix

Altayfilm GmbH,  Doclights GmbH / NDR Naturfilm, Terra Mater

Best Independent Production

24 Snega

Director: Mikhail Barynin

Production: Egor Makarov

Best Marine Film

The Hunt - Hunger At Sea
Director: Hugh Pearson

Cinematography: Doug Anderson, Jamie McPherson, David Reichert

Editing: Andy Netley

BBC, NDR, WDR, BR

Silverback Films Ltd; Doclights GmbH / NDR Naturfilm

Best Science Film

Migrating Birds – Scouts of distant Worlds
Directors:               Petra Höfer und Freddie Röckenhaus

	Cinematography:
	 Tobias Kaufmann,  Peter Thompson 

	Editing:
	  Johannes Fritsche 


ZDF, Arte, colourFIELD

Green Report

The Ivory Game 

Director: Richard Ladkani and Kief Davidson

Script: Script: Walter Köhler, Kief Davidson, Wolfgang Knöpfler

Terra Mater, Vulcan Productions, Malaika Pictures, Appian Way
Newcomer

The Archipelago 

Director: Benjamin Huguet

The National Film and TV School (France)

Nordic Naturefilm Award
Wild Baltic Sea - From Denmark to Latvia 
Director: Christoph Hauschild

Cinematography: Christoph Hauschild

NDR/ ARTE, rbb, MDR, Terra Mater Factual Studios, Doclights GmbH / NDR Naturfilm

Sh:z Audience Award

Planet Earth II – Jungle
Executive Producer: Mike Gunton

German Edition: Uta von Borries ZDF

Coproduced with the BBC  

Young Jury Award

Die Karibik - Jäger 

Director: Florian Guthknecht

BR, Flowmotion Film

Heinz Sielmann Award 2017  

Migrating Birds – Scouts of distant Worlds
Directors: Petra Höfer und Freddie Röckenhaus

	Cinematography:
	 Tobias Kaufmann,  Peter Thompson 

	Editing:
	 Johannes Fritsche 


ZDF, Arte, colourFIELD

Special Award fort the Best Szene in Animal Behaviour
Planet Earth II – Islands
Director: Mike Gunton

Cinematography: Richard Wollocombe, Paul Stewart
Executive Producer: Mike Gunton

German Edition: Uta von Borries ZDF

Coproduced with the BBC  
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